FRIENDSHIP:    LA   BOETIE

made, was not really attained until the edict of
pacification of January, 1562, came to abate, for a
brief season, the evils of religious intolerance. On
the occasion of that edict La Boetie wrote certain
memoirs, dealing with the troubles of the time,
which Montaigne in 1571, perhaps wisely, but un-
fortunately for later students of history, did not
see fit to publish; they were, he says, too delicate
and refined to be abandoned to the gross and thick
air of an unfavourable time. We cannot doubt
that what La Boetie wrote was wisely temperate
in its spirit.

The words in which Montaigne refers to these
memoirs were also applied by him to the famous
Discourse Concerning Voluntary Servitude (Dis-
cours de la Servitude volontaire), or, as it was
often briefly entitled, the Contr'un; but this fell
in with the militant designs of the party of re-
ligious reform, and it was by them turned to
their own account. Copies had been circulated in
manuscript, and from one of. these a considerable
extract was made in the Huguenot Alarm-clock
for Frenchmen (Reveille-Matin des Frangois},
printed in 1574, after the massacre of St. Barthol-
omew, at Edinburgh according to the title-page,
but in fact probably in Switzerland.* La Boetie's
complete work was first published in 1576 by the

* The dialogue in which the extract appears had pre-
viously, but in the same year, appeared in Latin. her domestic
